Sudden death syndrome in turkey hens.
A turkey breeder flock of 5600 31-week-old hens experienced an abrupt increase in daily mortality for a 2-day period. This higher mortality rate corresponded with the handling and moving of the hens 1 to 2 days before. No clinical illness was seen in the hens before carcasses were discovered. The four hens that were necropsied had small spleens, congested lungs, and enlarged livers. The most consistent histologic lesions were pulmonary hemorrhage and edema, and congestion of veins and capillaries in several visceral organs. One hen had subserosal hemorrhage of the oviduct and perirenal hemorrhage. The increased mortality pattern, the lack of clinical signs, and the histopathologic changes are consistent with a diagnosis of sudden death syndrome. The presence of concurrent inflammatory lesions in the lungs predisposed the hens to sudden death following the stress of handling and moving.